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Hate Crimes
Introduction
	Freedom of speech has enabled a lot of offences as some people misuse it to spread hate towards certain groups in society. These offenses mainly lead to victimization of some minorities, such as people of color in western countries. Besides, the results also harm the psychology as well as the physical health of the victims and lead to many criminals accused of these offenses. 
Part 1 
I agree that hate speech should be restricted in the first amendment as this will help in deterring hate crimes. Cowan et al. (2010) point out the impact of hate crimes on developing stereotypes associated with minorities in the UK. The scholar affirms that the increasing spread of hate speech portrays racial minorities as dangerous, thus influencing fear and discrimination towards the victims. Consequently, this approach not only affects social cohesion but also excludes the population from essential public resources such as health, education, and unemployment. Furthermore, Cowan et al. (2010) affirm that the disadvantaged groups may also be forced to engage in crime since it is the only available opportunity for them to earn a living in the country. As such, the restriction of hate speech will deter crime by reducing barriers that affect the inclusion of minorities in the country. 
Part 2 
Most Surprising Aspect of the Reading 
The reading on Racial Hate Crimes provides relevant information that helps in elaborating on the impact of freedom of speech in the victimization of racial minorities in the UK. One of the aspects that I found to be the most surprising is the number of racially motivated crimes that are influenced by hate speech. According to the scholar, in 2013, police recorded 47, 571 racial crimes in England and Wales. This statistic shows the challenge of underreporting and under-recording since it does not capture the depth of the problem regarding hate crimes. Besides, Zaykowski (2010) noted that previous negative encounters with the police affect these results as minorities become cautious to avoid such incidents. 
Lesson from the Reading 
	From the reading, I also learnt some of the notions that explain the roots of hate crimes. According to the scholar, hate crimes are influenced by the fear of loss of national identity. People who value that cultures and traditions in their ‘native’ country are more likely to feel intimidated by the presence of the rising numbers of immigrants from other countries with different cultures. The reading also gives an example of the expansion of the European Union in 2004 that threatened the erosion of Britain’s identity. As such, this problem made minorities and especially immigrants targets of racist’s attacks. Therefore, this example shows the need to restrict the freedom of speech as hate that results from the flaws in the policy will extend to xenophobia, thus affecting trade relations between countries (Greene, Grossman, & Hinson, 2017). 
My Feeling towards the Reading 
	I feel that the content provided in the reading is useful in guiding future researchers in the field of criminal justice. The scholar offers crucial information on the topic by analysing existing statistics on hate crimes as well as the impact of the problem in the real world. As such, this leads to the conclusion that recorded incidents on hate crimes do not explain the impact of the offenses on the lives of the crimes and this makes them feel unprotected despite diverse reforms on policies. As such, future researchers should concentrate on how the flaws in the freedom of speech affect the daily lives of victims of hate crimes. 



Conclusion 
	To sum up, the existing freedom of speech under the First Amendment paves the way for hate crimes, and this affects many minorities in a country. These victims feel excluded, fearful, and vulnerable despite existing laws that claim to promote security. As such, this policy should be further revised and restricted to ensure all citizens feel safe as they contribute to the growth of the country. 
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